
 

 
 

6th Oct. 2020 : Innovation in France, in Japan, but where ? 

 

 
 

 

On September 29, 2020, Comité d’échanges Franco-Japonais (CEFJ) held a webinar “Tuesday Challenge” for its 

members and visiters. It was held with many participants from member companies in both Japan and France. As a guest, 

we had the opportunity to meet with,Mr. Thomas BENAÏM (Village by CA Paris, COO) ,Mr. Hazumu YAMAZAKI 

(EMPATH, CSO) ,Mr. Junichi HIRATSUKA (Managing Director, Mizuho Bank Paris Branch) ,Mr. Hidehiko OTA (Senior 

Vice President, Head of X-Tech, Mizuho Bank, Industry Research Department)   

At this time, they kindly speeched attractively with the title," Innovation in France, in Japan, but where ? ". 

1. About Comité d'échanges Franco-Japonais (CEFJ) / Startups Creativity Challenge(SCC) 

2. Event Report 

 
 

  

https://cefj.org/


1. About Comité d'échanges Franco-Japonais (CEFJ) / Startups Creativity Challenge(SCC) 

Comité d’échanges Franco-Japonais (CEFJ) is a non-profit organization established in 1997 with the aim of contributing 

to the development of French-Japanese business relations and deepening mutual understanding in the global 

environment.CEFJ has been supporting more active exchanges for business purpose, between French and Japanese 

companies for more than 20 years through a variety of programs and information, and currently has 157 members in 

both countries, supported by its huge network in France and in Japan but also in Europe and Asia. 
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Recently CEFJ has launched a new innovation program,“Startups Creativity Challenge (SCC)”. It will be held three times 

in total from 2019 to 2021 annually in order to further strengthen the relationship between Japan and France and to 

build organic startup ecosystems together. 

The first edition, held in October 2019, was attended by 128 participants from both Japan and France. 4 enterprises 

and 9 startups also came together. The event was held at Station F, France’s largest incubation facility. In the presence 

of Mr. Nobuyuki IDEI, former CEO of Sony,  Chairman and Founder of Quantum Leaps, and Ms. Anne Lauvergeon, 

former CEO of Areva, CEO of ALP, welcomed by President Kling and Delegate President Kuchly, the atmosphere is really 

attractive, and various kind of players actively discussed how to create new innovations between the two countries. 

The second SCC event, scheduled to take place in December 2020 in Paris, will be even more practical than the first. 

The SCC will further accelerate cross hydride collaboration between large companies and startups and generate 

innovations. 

 
 

  



2. Event Report 

 

The event, which began at 9:30 a.m. local time in Paris on October 6th 2020, was held online with attendees mainly 

from CEFJ member companies in both countries. 

 

 
 

The first speaker was Thomas BENAÏM, COO of Village by CA Paris. 

 

 
 

Village by CA was founded in Paris in 2014 and since then has supported startups in all sectors, and has now supported 

more than 800 startups across 39 offices in France, as well as in Italy and Luxembourg. 



 
 

Several startups have won awards at startup conferences in France and abroad, as well as significant funding, and 

Village by CA's sophisticated programs have given birth to some of the most successful startups in France and abroad, 

so we are excited to see what the future holds. 

 

In addition to startups, Village by CA is also involved in creating innovations for large corporations, and it can be said 

that Village by CA itself forms an organic startup ecosystem. 

 

 
 

Next, Hazumu YAMAZAKI, CSO from Empath, a Japanese startup that has been participating in the Village by CA 

program since May 2019, took the stage. 



 
Empath, which produces an API for voice-based emotion recognition using AI, is expanding its business around the 

world, including Asia, the US and Europe. For Japanese startups, which have struggled to access global markets for 

entrepreneurs, he said there are three things that make it worthwhile to join an overseas startup accelerator: 

1. Rapidly connect with international startup ecosystem 
 

2. Potential market research (we can’t get every info online) 
 

3. PR/Marketing (Branding) in international and Japanese market 
 

 
 

Empath's participation in the Village by CA accelerator has not only enabled Empath to expand its network of French 

startups, but has also enabled it to speak at Viva Technology, the largest French startup conference. This is a classic 

example of realizing the significance of participating in an international startup accelerator.

 
 



 
 

Next, we heard from Junichi HIRATSUKA (left), Managing Director, Mizuho Bank Paris Branch, and Hidehiko OTA (right), 

Senior Vice President, Head of X-Tech, Mizuho Bank, Industry Research Department, about how Mizuho Bank, one of 

Japan's megabanks, is approaching the global startup ecosystem. 

 
 

After Mr. Hiratsuka's opening remarks and introductions, Mr. Ohta introduced specific initiatives. 

In the X-Tech domain, there is a momentum for the birth of a new business domain by combining AI, 5G, blockchain 

and other IT technologies with the existing businesses of large corporations. 

 



 
 

Mizuho Bank has offices in 10 cities around the world and is working to create value through partnerships and 

investments with startups in a wide range of areas. It is expected that the bank will continue to expand the scope of its 

activities in terms of building startup ecosystems and collaborating with large corporations. 

 

Afterwards, a Q&A session was held, in which many questions based on the content of the speeches were collected in 

the chat box. Many questions were asked about global ecosystem collaboration, including Japan and France, and the 

four pioneering guests shared their insights with the participants. 

 
 

Written by RouteX Inc.  

 

 

Our Mission: To the World without Information Asymmetry 

RouteX is a young and dynamic startup deeply committed to innovate startup ecosystems around the world. CEFJ 
supports its spirits! 

https://routexstartups.com/en/

